S U M M A R Y The report of this single case study describes the preservation of a simple semantic category in a severely anomic patient. The implications for the organisation of semantic knowledge are discussed.
Recent investigations of aphasic patients provide evidence for the increasingly complex organisation of semantic knowledge systems. Clinical studies have reported differential impairments in recognising (identifying) and in naming objects presented in the visual, verbal, and tactile modalities (Spreen et al., 1966; Geschwind, 1967; Warrington, 1975) . In addition to comparisons between modalities, recent research has probed characteristics within modalities, and evidence here implicates the categorical organisation of semantic knowledge. It is widely accepted in the neurological literature that selective anomias for objects, symbols, and colours can occur. Geschwind differentiates such circumscribed deficits from the classical anomia where the naming impairment appears generalised. On the other hand Goodglass et al. (1966) claimed that the homogeneity of a nominal impairment is often more apparent than real, and showed that the differential capacity for naming and for word comprehension in different semantic categories is "a regular characteristic of aphasia." In a population of 135 aphasic patients they found that the relative difficulty of naming objects, colours, numbers, letters, and actions was different in a group of Broca's aphasics from a group of Wernicke's aphasics-and moreover the relative difficulty in these five semantic categories was to some extent independent of order of difficulty for word comprehension. More recently Yamadori and Albert (1973) reported a single case study of a patient with a generalised nominal deficit (except that colours were spared) who failed to comprehend words from only two categories-"body parts" and "common room objects." In view of these pointers to category-specific comprehension deficits they suggested that a word sound must first be identified as to category before the full word meaning could be achieved. Similarly, Warrington (1975) reported a differential effect of word concreteness. One patient (AB) had significantly greater difficulty in comprehending concrete words than abstract words, whereas the converse was the case for a second patient (EM) .
In summary, there appears to be some evidence for category specificity both for word retrieval (naming) and for word comprehension and, furthermore, there is some suggestion that these two systems do not operate in parallel. The present case study provides a striking example of category-specific preservation of naming abilities in that one category, "countries," was found to be relatively spared in a patient who otherwise showed a severe and prima facie global nominal dysphasia. This patient further illustrates the phenomenon of greater competence for word retrieval than word comprehension within a single semantic category.
Patient
The patient (FC) Coughlan and Warrington, 1978) The effect of condition of testing, that is naming, comprehension, and naming from description was highly significant (F(2,270)= 126.28; P<0.001). Table 1 shows this result to derive clearly from the overall superiority of recognition (82% correct) compared with the two conditions involving word retrieval (26% and 18% correct respectively). This finding is commonplace for both normal and dysphasic populations.
The first pertinent result was that there was a highly significant effect of category (F(4,270)= 29.28; P<0.001). Inspection of Table 1 shows that this differential effect of categories derives from FC's far superior ability to retrieve country names (under each condition). A chi-squared test comparing countries to the next highest scoring category (objects) confirmed this hypothesis (x2 (df.l)=8.6, P<0.01).
The second pertinent finding was the significant interaction between condition and category (F(8,270)= 12.57; P<0.001). There was a differential effect of the condition of testing on the categories. Inspection of the correct scores in Table 1 shows a departure from the normal pattern of superior recognition to naming with regard to the body parts category.
Discussion
This study provides an instance of categoryspecific naming preservation in a severely anomic patient. It was shown that his naming of "countries" was consistently superior to that of any other explored category. This finding held whether the name was elicited through the visual or verbal modality. Furthermore, his name comprehension for countries was totally reliable. It would seem reasonable to infer from these findings that some specific category of his semantic knowledge remains comparatively accessible in the midst of a severe naming impairment and some disturbance of name comprehension. This observation is consistent with the data of Goodglass et al. and suggests that the organisation of semantic knowledge is perhaps even more fine grain than had hitherto been supposed. This specificity of naming skills in a patient with a localised cerebral lesion implies a structural as well as functional basis for this organisation within semantic knowledge systems. Previously Warrington (1975) The present evidence also confirms the previously reported (Goodglass et al., 1966) 
